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| TRY, THAT. WAIT veoN THE LoRD SHALL 
RENEW THEIR STRENETH. 76 he 


"HIS paſſage is ſuppoſed i ite Hirit of tophiey-es 
xefer to the apoſtles and firſt preachers of the Goſpel, - 
who ſhould, in a future time, as the verſe proceeds to ſtate, 
mount up with wings as eagles, ſhould run and not be 
weary, ſhould walk and not faint. It expreſſes, in this 
lively and figurative ſtyle, the indefatigable ardour and per- 
ſeverance with which, after the death and aſcenſion of 
their Divine Maſter, they ſhould proſecute the mighty 
buſineſs to which they were called, preaching Chriſt amidſt 
perſecutions, perils, and martyrdom, and every here 
eee bis” rn | For _ DIY FE ou hat- 

Nie 009; ever 


ever — 8 have been cher 3 or acquired ſtrength, 
conſiſting, as it principally did, of their reſolution and 
fortitude, their firm attachment to the cauſe of Chriſt, 
their improved habits in virtue and piety, their exemplary 
conduct, their acquiſitions of divine knowledge under the 
inſtruction of their departed Lord, their beſt faculties of 
ſpeech in preaching the word ; whatever, in ſhort, were 
the ſum and force 2 theſt Cuatiflations united, it would 
nevertheleſs be incumbent upon them, and, according to 
the Prophet, it was to happen, that they ſhould, at this 
critical period of their miwiſtry, in a peculiar manner 
renew that ſtrength which they had derived from all theſe 
advantages. By this renewal it muſt be underſtood, that 
whatever before, in the character ef Chriſt's miniſters, 
they had ſtrongly reſolved or vigorouſly performed, they 
ſnould again refolve with new zeal,” and perform with re- 
novated efforts: in other words, a period ſhould ariſe 
when they ſhould once more put forth and exert their beſt 
powers, both natural and acquired, and that in ſuch a2 
manner. as might prove. moſt effectual towards the accom- 
pliſhment of the great objects of their miſſion—— tlie propa- 
gation. af the. Gopal and N falration. of mankind. 7 


en 


3 . complexion. do wiſe, 1 which he mi- 
' Diſters of the altar, thoſe, .we. mean, who wait upon the 
Lord, are more peculiarly, more urgently called upon for 
the rene wal of their ſtren gth ; for the beſt exertion of their 
hi gen 
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That the: mis mute as the Chriſtian hc | offers. one 
ol thoſe uncommon conjunctures I ſhall proceed to ſhow— 
In the next place, it will be natural to inquire, in what 
conſiſts the characteriſtic ſtrength of the miniſters of re- 
ligion, and that with ſome view to the prieſthood of our 
own church —and laſtly, what are the ſpecific objects to 
which, in theſe times, we are moſt een to eee 
| the. renewal. of o our en 


a 1 £2 l 


Civil eee which i is bur a e for . 
curing peace and order among men collected into national 
communities, adopts, for this great purpoſe, three power- 
ful inſtruments, namely, human obs: e mee 
and the en of ee e ee d ck 


Man- s natural cnt his primitive ande of We — 
wrong, even when directed by ſound education, are no 
more than auxiliaries of theſe grand leading principles; and 

whatever aſſiſtance they may contribute towards diſpoſing 
individuals to a wiſe and prudent government of them 
ſelves, they have always been found much too feeble alone 
to preſerve the peace and order of ſociety. The jarring; 
intereſts of men, and the various and violent: paſſions which 
theſe excite in our ſpecies, under its boaſted prerogative of 
free-will, render it no eaſy taſk for individual man to govern, 
himſelf merely by his reaſon and natural conſcience ;-leſs, 


ms to rule the different members * his own, houſehold 3. 
B | | ſtill 


es 


fill laſearlie: wider circle of a city or diſtrict; and leaſt of 
all, the extended boundaries of a kingdom or common- 


wealth. The government then of people and nations, under 
whatever form, demands the moſt powerful engines; and 


theſe, from the hiſtory of the world, we find ever to have 


been the three above mentioned; Human RP N ee 
and the infldetes of religion, 11 PETS 


L 4. 


. Human MY DI ON hits eſtabliſhed: 0 
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| cuſtom and tacit' agreement, or fixed by the repreſentative 


will of whole nations, as times and eireumſtances required, | 
have every where been found inſufficient without the occa- 


ſional interpoſition of phyſical force ;/ in other words, with- 
out cho fword of the chief magiſtrate; a gentler phraſe for 


the neceſſity and interference of military eſtabliſhments.” 
But ſtill, to preſerve the quiet and order of the world, 


without which government were but an idle name, religion, 
natural or revealed, has, in every age, and in every civilized 
oduntry, one country in this age excepted, been reſorted 


to for laws of ſuperior ſanction; laws, enforced by the 
hope of reward and the fear of puniſhment in a future ſtate. 

For even Natural Religion; though ſo ſtrangely deformed by 

the ceremonies: and ſuperſtitions of Paganiſm, has always 
inculcated, however ſhe might fail to prove, that light and 
immortality, which have been clearly brought to light but 
by the Goſpel: alone. Ves, religion, I ſay, with the ex- 


ception of one country in our on age -an a waning! 


with monſtrous novelties! religion, under one form or 
other, has been reſorted to in all governments as an in- 
diſpenſable auxiliary of human law and phy ſical fore: 


„ 


* ſtrange then would it be to tell; and wesdetür 
! "Wy were not the eyes of the whole world at this 
time fixed on a vain and daring people, who have put to 
experiment the poſſibility of governing themfelves- ab a 
nation, by the powers of reafon and the authority of human 
ordinances, aided ſolely by the concomitance,: or rather the 
tyrannical control of phyfical force. And has the experi- 

ment ſucceeded? Ves; if under the name of legal liberty, 
to give themſelves up to every ſpecies of immoral licence, 
and to work all iniquity with greedineſs; if to authorize 
by conventional decrees the plunden of property, public and 
private; if to barbarize the national manners, under the 
notion of a pretended equality; if to deſtroy natural affec- 
tion, and to rob men of individual feeling, under ideas of 
eitizenſhip; if to convert the coutitleſs multitudes; which 
compoſe their armies; into bands of robbers and deſtroyers 
of the wealth and proſperity of other nations, and into 
diſturbers of the peace of the whole civilized world! if the 
practice of all theſe enormities, upon ſyſtem and profeſſed 
principles, be admitted for the inſtitution of magiſtracy and 
civil rule, the experiment has ſuccecded. But, thanks to 
God! we of this country are not yet fo diveſted of all 
reaſon and common ſenſe, as to proſlitute the facred name 
of. Government to ſuch a monſtrous chaos of mad ambition, 
injuſtice, licentiouſneſs, and cruelty. I need not; after this 
repreſentation, founded on facts, to which half the nations: 
of the globe ſtand aſtoniſhed witneſſes, aſſe; whether I have 
ſhown one of thoſe uncommon conjunctures to have ariſem 
in our time, when thoſe, who wait upon the Lord, are more 
m urgently 1 vopon forthe renewal of their 
vo! TITLE ING 1 . 


and firſt, 6 * the 1 5 a 15 e : 
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; dd; 3 tos the beſt exertion of their higheſt ue and 
| eee in the e ol cer ot he by FE en 


0 S dias Clary Hr tine ef iam 


1 l. is now Indeed, if ever it . ſince the 1 


gation of Chriſtianity, incumbent on the miniſters of re- 
ligion to put an the whole armour of God, that they may 
be able to ſtand in this evil day to take the breaſt- plate of 


righteouſneſs; the ſhield oh; r ; my e of inns ; 
the ſword "on the 1 e 9 i" | 
The 7 renovation of our f piritual ee cannot ioukly; be 


A eld under a ſtronger or more appoſite figure than that 


of putting on the whole armour of God: nor can I, per- 
baps, more ſucceſsfully ae the ſecond topic pro- 
poſed, under which I am to ſhow what it is that eonſti- 


tutes our characteriſtic ſtrength as miniſters of the Goſpel, 
than in endeavouring to develope the ſeveral duties and 


qualifications conveyed. under each of theſe terms, which, 
in the apoſtle's language, deſcribe the different parts of that 
divine panoply he had recommended in the Cc nn. 


e RT the wan enn * the e, (HH 


las faithful ee bf e renewing! our bang, 
let us then not delay to put on the whole armour of God 3 


. | 
This en we may conceive more nateicularly: to im- 


port certain qualities of the heart, or rather that character 
proceeding from them, moſt requiſite in the diſcharge of 


eur ine n theſe are purity, gentleneſs, and 


* 


„ 


Gmplicity of manners; a juſt, grave, and ſteady . 
unaffected piety and devotion ; an open, benevolent, and | 
conciliating demeanour towards. every individual in our 
paſtoral charge; a charitable conſtruction of motives under 
doubtful appearances; a readineſs to ſhow indulgence t to the 
infirmities of others, nor leſs to fcrutinize our ownz a for- 5 
bearance of all harſhneſs and contumely in religious df- 
putes ; a ſpeculative. tolerance towards all. ſects and per- 
ſuaſions; a practical one towards all thoſe whoſe, Principles 
conſiſt with the ſafety of our conſtitution and government: 

a ſeaſonable geal, with perſevering efforts, to reclaim ; whoſe 5 
whom we 0 1 mig in error, hother Us | 


Sottundy, both = gur. hs w_ pil to e 05 
them with a love of order, peace, and charity. Theſe 
qualities and diſpoſitions. of heart, and this tenour of conduct 
flowing naturally from them, will, 1 1 ſuppoſe, be allowed 
generally to conſtitute that true ſpirit. of. righteouſneſs, beſt 
becoming the miniſters of the Goſpel. Theſe then, all 
combined, are the breaſt · plate recommended by the apoſtle: : 
in theſe we difſtinguiſh/its, genuine form, its Arength, - its 
Ss.» its + bY "m_ ornaments. | 
We are nent to 1 40 che ſhield oh fab” —o Del hib. 
che ſubſtance of things hoped for, the evidence of, things not 
bern. From the EI uſe. of this part of the armour of (yd | 


2 "Ee 
r 
- ? 3 p 


(e % % 
i f God through Jeſus Chriſt, and a A expeRa- 
tion of comfort and Aſſiſtance from the Holy Spirit, are beſt 
calculated to offer. Faith elevates our thoughts to Heaven, 
and heavenly things ; ; "inſpires that aſſurance of an eternal 
Tecompence after the accompliſhment of our © Chriſtian 
warfare, which cannot fail to animate our courage, and 

repare us "ſucceſsfully to withſtand the fierceſt aſſaults | 
with which the malice, addreſs, or ſtrength of our various 
enemies may be ſuffered to try our W and attachment 
to the cauſe of our holy religion. Through faith we 
ſhall contemplate victory, Whether near or afar off, as the 


_ "ſure iſſue of every combat, and the crown of glory as its 


certain reward. For, ſpeaking of the ſhield” of faith, the 
apoſtle aſſures us of its poſſeſſing a power or virtue, where- 
with we ſhall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked; ; meaning, that ſuch would be found the effecre 
of true Chriftian faith in all its due perfection, that in 
which the miniſters of God ſhould feel and poſſeſs it, 
that the hotteſt fire of perſecution ſhould fall quenched or 
barmleſs to the ground, when aimed by the hand of wicked 
infidels againſt this ſhielding principle,” the Chriſtian's beſt 
Protect ion and defence. Its glorious e inereaftor 
b implied i in the whole a oy? the Nee 1 


As the foldier of Chriſt i is, in this N of St. Paul 
"concerning ſpiritual armour, ſuppoſed. to go forth to his 
warfare having his feet ſhod with the preparation of the 
_ Goſpel of peace, it is to be remarked, that the greater part 
of the armour of God, which the enen ace Went to ROW 

on, is of the defenſive kind. Magi) roll e rad 


£3 ) 
Ale . W of Naa and the ſhield of 
js an . Vater hi Nil of the defen- 


14. 3. 43 


; the necellty 2nd. importance Ca Chriſtian ol e 
ledge; and chiefly an acquaintance with thoſe Teading 
points of doctrine, on, which more peculiarly depends our 
ſalvation. Without this acquiſition, the, head or intellect 
of the Chriſtian miniſter would, as it were, be unarmed, | 
or at leaſt want its beſt defence, the true and proper means 
-of maintaining. the cauſe of the Goſpel againſt either he 
direct or oblique, the open or concealed attacks of infidel 
cavyillers and ſophiſts, or adverſaries of whatever character 
and complexion. Among the more characteriſtic prin- 
ciples of Chriſtianity, without clear, ſettled, and profound 
. notions, of which no one can be Prepared to defend his re- 
ligion, for inſtance, - the nature of the new covenant or | 
general condition of our ſal vation; the neceſſity of good ? 
works ; . the doctrines of repentance, of baptiſm, of 
Chriſt's atonement ; the uſe and intent of the euchariſt; 
the grace and ſanctification of the Holy Spirit ; the for- 
| giveneſs of our enemies; the ſupereminence of faith, hope, . 
and charity —are all indiſpenſably required. To be well 5 
k inſtructed i in theſe and other the peculiar and diſtinguiſhing | 
| tenets of; Chriſtianity, through the vital influence of which 
upon bis whole conduct the Chriſtian ex pets fo be ſaved, 
is that which may be conceived to exprels whe conſti. 
nutes the helmet of falvation. e ©, 


5 . 5 
But to complete the whole armour of God, we have ſtill 

to gird « on the ſword of the Spirit,” which, the apoſtle 
emphatically adds, is the Mord. This inſtrument of our 
ſpiritual warfare, like its antitype in human armour, if uſed 
for defence, alone, would ſcarcely be ſtyled a pallive wWea- 
pon; but, when employed for attack, it ſuppoſes the utmoft 
activity and energy in every movement. By the Word, 
then, 1 in this paſſage, ' it is probable, the apoſtle intended to 
convey, that an intimate and lively knowledge | of thie 
Goſpel is not more requiſite” i in its mfniſters, than their 
active and zealous. propagation of it by the "means of 
| preaching, or the inſtrumentality of letters.” The order of 
own in our church, according to the ordinary fyſtern 


in "the learned Ian Ar 8 uages and their extchifive Salti Wufton of 

ge e RIM to proſecute. the ſtudy of the Hoh ſerip- 
tures with every advantage; 1 nor are they leſs able, by the 
faculties of. eloquence or of writing, ſucceſsfully to diffuſe 
among mankind the knowledge of the Golpel, to impreſs 
a belief of its ſaving truths, or vigoroufly to oppoſe thoſe 
numerous impediments, and to attack thoſe errors and 
corruptions, which are continually arifing to check its ad- 
vancement, or to leſſen its influence on the hearts ànd man- 
ners of r men. And what is this but to wield the ſword of 
the Spirit, and manfully to fight under | Chriſt's banner 
againſt fin, the world, and the ſoap Theſe qualities of 
heart and mind, theſe acquirements of Human and divine 
knowledge, joined with authority and intrepid refolution 
in the performance of our duties, are repreſented, in the 


ale s allegorical e, as the whole armour of 
2 5 | God 2 


(38 ) | 
God: :: theſe, all united, form that characteriſtie ſtrength of 
the miniſters of the Goſpel, for the renewal of which we are 
peculiarly and urgently called upon by an uncommon con- 
juncture of preſent times and circumſtances ; ſuch a one as 
n * Exiſtence of! OR 115 the peace of "oe 
rng. 5 Fat art 


1. now remains to inquire, whine are more ſpecifically dis 
hieds, to which thoſe, who wait upon the Lord, are 
at . concerned to e n renovated N ; 


＋ bat one eter 1 the new Gallic abilefophy, 
will, I apprehend, be found to have. brought into the 
world that numerous progeny of miſchiefs, againſt which all 
our collected powers ought without delay to be ſummoned, 
and without remiſſion oppoſed. ' A ſpecification and ſum- 
mary. deſcription of the more leading and prominent of 
theſe evils will compriſe the principal objects of our 
ſpiritual enmity ; and thoſe, which the preſent occaſion will 5 
not allow time to enumerate, will, notwithſtanding the 


falſe dreſs they are apt to aſſume, eaſily be traced by their 


features, complexion, and ne to "00 common 
Ms of * whole: wikis. c 45 | 


br 8 
- Oni, among the firſt-born miſchiefs of this new oil: 
ſophy; one, which hath now attained gigantic ſtrength 
and ſtature, is a /icentrous abborrence of ' reftraint, moral, 
religious, and political. Diſguiſed under the ſpecious 
name of a Nile far nn it firſt diſcovers: its nature and 
| 'D e 
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b tendency by impatient ſtruggles with domeſtic my aig 
parental authority: it proceeds next to queſtion, and then to 


oppoſe, the pow-er of maſters and teachers in the ſeminaries 
of education; with increaſe of years and of courage it 


begins to brave the civil magiſtrate, and to ſet at deflance 


the laws of the ſtate; from hence the tranſition is ſhort to 
the contempt of religion and its miniſters : the effect of its 
mature growth and ſpreading influence has been, and con- 


tinues nothing leſs, than the overthrow ' alike of the altar 
and the throne ; the revolutions of kingdoms and common- 
wealths ; with every public and private calamity to DE ex- 
powy men e 5er een e 


3 + x 4 1 1 „ * 
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The near | 5 this he” of read its 


active coadjutor in the cauſe of anarchy and confuſion, is 
the /piriz of levelling, This has obtained a welcome 
reception in the world, under pretence of reſtoring that 


which has been called the natural and univerfal equality of 
mankind ; an equality, which did not education and cul- 


tue, and the neceſſary. variety of ſituations and circum- 


ſtances in any ſuppoſable ſtate of human ſociety abſolutely 
baniſh, the manifeſt difference, in meaſure and degree, of 
the original gifts of Nature to the ſons of men, as ſtrength, 
courage, underſtanding, perfection of exterior form and 
beauty, vigour of health and animal ſpirits; the manifeſt 
difference, I ſay, of theſe and other gifts, would for ever con- 


tradict. The claim, as far as it can be rationally eſtabliſhed, 


an equal right, for inſtance, to perſonal liberty, whilſt uſed 
Ty with the general welfare; 3 an _ right to em- 


5 15 5 py 


"Cp Y. 
ploy our faculties in any vocation; an equal right to 1 005 
juſtice and the protection of the laws, has never been denied. 


But theſe claims fall far ſhort of the views and pretenſions 
of modern levellers; who, under pretext of an equal par- 
tition of property, which, were it really poſſible and once 
executed, could in no nation upon earth ſubſiſt for an hour, 


have clearly meant, ſought, and practiſed nothing elſe, 


wherever able, than the robbery and f poliation of ſtates, 


or 8 W areig of private Fe 


The Sacred hubs 17 inſurreffion, anode eee of the 
ſame family, ſtalking abroad over the face of the' earth; 


demands our unremitting exertions to combat with hopes 


of ſucceſs. If there be, as democratic enthuſiaſm terms 


it, a ſacred right of inſurrection, not leſs the right, 


nor leſs ſacred muſt be that of every conſequence which 


naturally or neceſſarily follows in its train. And what are 
theſe, but every imaginable miſchief which can be inflicted 
on the race of man ? At the firſt outſet, the ſubſtitution of 


popular frenzy and brute force in the room of regular power ; 
and theſe almoſt certainly followed, at no diſtant interval, 
by declared rebellion, univerſal terror, the promiſcuous 


ruin or confuſion of all claſſes and orders, the peril alike of 


good and bad men, the general devaſtation of property, and 


not ſeldom the extermination, by fire and ſword, of thou- 
ſands and ten thouſands without diſtinction of ſex, age, or 
condition. If theſe be rights, and ſacred rights, where 


ſhall we ſtop till we have admitted, as facred rights, the 


general dominion of evil over good; the rights of the 
powers 


Ty * 
io , 5 7 4 
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(/ 1 6 ) | 

powers of hell to hold empire over the earth ? over this 

fair creation intended by Providence for the peaceful abode 

of men, to live in the mutual exchange of kind offices, 

good neighbourhood, and brotherly love, during that ſtate of 

trial and probation which is to prepare chen for immortal 
er and n happineſs. 


But this kappinel and theſe bogus appear 'to "hw abll⸗ 
terated from the creed of the Gallic: philoſophy. The 2/l- 
ſufficiency of human reaſon, worthy iſſue of the ſame 
ſyſtem; has extinguiſhed, at leaſt in the boſoms of thoſe 


wWwꝛho adopt it, the light of revelation, our only ſafe and 


certain guide to an eternal exiſtence. Their defſication, 
for ſuch it may be literally called, of man's all- ſufficient 
reaſon is another object of Chriſtian indignation, againſt 
which the miniſters of the Goſpel are loudly called upon to 

train laid low the altar of God, trampled upon his laws, 
and murdered his prieſts, than they enthroned Human 
Reaſon in his temple, perſonified her under the frail form 
of an abandoned woman, eſtabliſhed aà viſible worſhip, 
with pagan. rites and ceremonies, in honour of their new _ 
deity, and acknowledged her Supreme over the _ the 

paſſions, and the conduct of mankind. 


| The laſt enemy | ſhall name, whom, above all, it * 

hoves us to put under our feet an enemy worthy to rouſe 
all our ſpiritual vengeanee; ſuch an one as muſt be engaged 

but with the whole armour of God —is the azheiftic ſpirit 
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or the Gillie philoſophy practically, ik not ſpeculatively | 


patronized by the chiefs and rulers of that abandoned nation, 


and apparently by a conſiderable” portion of the people 


themſelves. Although this people no. relapſing into bar- 
barity, like others juſt emerging from that ſtate, ſome- 


times, in their ever · varying forms of conſtitution, expreſs N 
2 flight acknowledgment of the Supreme Being, ve hear of 


no example of their referring, in their public deeds or po- 


litical tranſactions, either among themſelves or with other 


nations, to the doctrine of his providence, or his interven- 
tion in the affairs of men, or in the government of the 
world. Their wonderfully abſurd and inconſiſtent oath of 


hatred to kings, whilſt they are continually making alli- 
ances and profeſſing cordial amity with them, is ſuppoſed 8 


to be an oath without a ſanction, a futile form of words, 


if I miſtake not, without any direct appeal to God; that in 


adjuration. They either, therefore, with ſineerity acknow 


ledge no Supreme Being, or they almoſt believe and trem- 
ble to believe him King, and Lord of lords, the Author of 


all order, rule, and ſovereignty, throughout the univerſe; 
whoſe majeſty, on this occaſion, even Gallic mon. 4 bas 


heſitated to blaſpheme by an open appeal to his name. On 


this ſuppoſition, what is this oath but a hollow, | abſurd, 
and miſerable ſubterfuge, wickedly impoſed on a vain un- 


thinking people for the ſole purpoſe of exciting them to 


promote and aſſiſt inſurrection and rebellion” Aga 
goverament whereyer it ſubfit ?: 


%%%. 


er 


- 


Such, with many more unnamed, are the direful 


(( 56% 


enormities. in prineiple and] practice with which this 


a people , the ſcourge, of che earth. are labouring to baniſſi 


Peace and order from among men, to extirpate w reli- 
gion and morality, and © diſſolve all the natural and ancient 
bonds of human ſociety. 3 and all this, but to make way for 


ithe ſubjection of the world to their o- democratic def 1 
en inſane amalitioe. nina ned; Jo Ic c 
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Jr's = "hay only the miniſters; af the eſtabliſhed church on 
the neceſſity of oppoſing, With all the might of learning, 
eloquence, and religious zeal, the progreſs; of: theſe deſo- 


[lating miſchiefs, the Miniſters of every Chriſtian ſciery, 


ſect, or perſuaſion, are equally concerned with ourſelves in | 
renewing their ſtrength in chis our common cauſe. Theſe 
are not times in which prudence would excite or encourage 
the teachers or leaders of any church or ſect, to diſſenſion 


or controverſy on thoſe particular points of faith and 


doctrine which have cauſed their ſeparation. Al parties, 
all ſects of Chriſtians, ſhould now cordially: unite ; the 
ſame grand object, the ſame tternal-intereſt, urges the una- 
nimous concurrence, zeal, reſolution, and abilities of all, 
in, defence, not of any ſingle accefſory' or outwork; But of 
our main eitadel: ah all ie all Wenn an, _ 
0 112 „ N Alt is 2 zi e713 | 

. 1 eee eee le Ps HER 


dub the barbarous pokes of tein preſent mers, and the n influence 
of the principles above _ 


in 


in CAR "ils, all we ns as "ndifpentable to our Gale 


vation in the next; in one word, the church militant here 
on earth are now called forth, as it were, in one body to 


an engagement with their bittereſt foes; and on the iſſue of 
the combat may depend the very exiſtence of Chriſtianity, 
with that of _ temporal bleſſing ; the liberty, order, - 


peace, property, and 1d welfare of half the eos in a this and | 
future generations. | 
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